
In December, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton hosted a 
“Diplomacy at Home for the Holidays” reception honoring the 
families of U.S. government employees, including almost 1,000 
State Department staff, serving tours in the 17 posts considered 
unsafe for their families to join them or host visitors. The effort 
was organized by the Office of the Chief of Protocol and Family 
Liaison Office, and funded by the magazines Better Homes and 
Gardens, Martha Stewart Living, Mother Earth News, Natural 
Home, This Old House and Traditional Home. 

The day-long event included a tour for families of Blair House, 
the President’s guest house, and a reception with Secretary Clinton 
in the Diplomatic Reception Rooms of the Harry S Truman 
Building. Both locations had been decorated for the holidays by 
magazine staff members, local decorators and volunteers. 

Family members listened to the Air Force String Quartet, 
Holton-Arms Upper School Handbell Choir and the Washington 
Performing Arts Society’s Children of the Gospel Choir. Secretary 
Clinton told attendees their loved ones are engaged in some of the 
Department’s most important work. 

 “They’re engaging communities, strengthening institutions 
[and] reaching out to civil society,” she said. “They’re keeping our 
diplomats, our development experts and other Americans safe.”

Reception Honors
Unaccompanied
Tour Families 

Children with parents serving 
unaccompanied tours surround 
Secretary Clinton at the reception. 

The Africa Bureau has launched a 
Web-based Smart Power in Africa “commu-
nity of interest” devoted to the prevention, 
mitigation, resolution and reconciliation of 
conflicts in Africa. Communities of interest 
are sites on the Intranet that allow groups 
of people to interact and share information 
regarding a common interest. 

The site was developed by Russell Brooks, 
the information officer in AF’s Office of 
Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs. Located 
at http://www.intelink.gov/communities/
state/smart_power, the site offers news ar-
ticles on the crises in Zimbabwe and Sudan, 
a speech delivered in South Africa by the 
Norwegian foreign minister, an opinion piece 
by Angelina Jolie about Sudan and recent 
reports of the United States Peace Institute 
and the Council on Foreign Relations on U.S. 
efforts in conflict prevention. 

“This site uses the power of social media 
to build interagency expertise and consensus 
on mitigating conflict in Africa,” said Bruce 
Wharton, director of the Office of Public 
Diplomacy and Public Affairs. 

The AF Bureau’s Smart Power in Africa 
site represents a welcome opening “for 

discussion on conflict prevention writ large,” 
said Cynthia Irmer, a conflict prevention 
officer in the Office of the Coordinator for 
Reconstruction and Stabilization.

The initiative was set in motion in 
October, shortly after AF’s Assistant Sec-
retary, Johnnie Carson, identified conflict 
prevention as a priority and President Barack 
Obama cited prevention and resolution 
of conflicts as a 
primary U.S. policy 
interest in Africa.

AF said the site 
will become a source 
for ideas, experiences 
and best practices 
for Africa-watchers 
in the interagency 
community who are 
engaged in conflict 
prevention and 
resolution. 

“The bureau 
is proud to be 
the source of this 
initiative and that 
the Office of Public 

Diplomacy and Public Affairs is the nexus 
that brings together our policy goals, com-
munication and technological innovation,” 
said AF Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Donald Yamamoto.

The site is seeking original articles from 
Foreign Service officers working in this 
critical area. Instructions on contributing are 
on the site’s main page.

AF OPENS WEB SITE ON CONFLICT RESOLUTION

AF Information Officer 
Russell K. Brooks 
developed the Web site. 


